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US Market Microstructure Observations

• The average daily volume in US equities was 11.1B shares in November 2021, up 6.7% month over month (MoM) while
down 1.8% year over year.

• Trade reporting facility (TRF) market share decreased 0.9% MoM to 43.3%.

• Excluding the first and last half hour of the day, median spreads widened 9.3% and 12.3% MoM for S&P 500 and RUS
2000 symbols, respectively.

• Contrary to the trends in spreads, intraday volatility decreased 3.8% MoM for S&P 500 symbols while remained unchanged
for RUS 2000 symbols.

• The proportion of volume traded in the closing auction for RUS 2000 symbols decreased from 10.1% to 8.8%.

Market Structure News

SEC Proposes More Disclosures for Stock Lending
The SEC proposed a new rule to require firms that lend securities to report data on each loan within 15 minutes of making
the loan. Currently, there’s little public information about volumes and rates in the securities-lending market, which enables
short selling by allowing traders to borrow shares and buy back later.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/in-post-gamestop-reform-push-sec-seeks-more-disclosure-of-stock-lending-11637285122
 
SEC Approves Rules to Provide a Pathway to Ban Foreign Companies from US Exchanges
The SEC approved a rule that would enable banning of foreign companies from US exchanges if their auditors haven’t been
inspected by American regulators, effectively putting in place a framework to investigate auditing firms in jurisdictions such
as China and Hong Kong.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/sec-clears-a-path-to-banning-foreign-companies-from-u-s-exchanges-11636152942
 
Exchanges to Start Cloud Migration
Alphabet Inc.’s Google has invested $1 billion in CME group, and struck a deal to move the company’s system to the cloud.
Cloud transition is planned to start with data and clearing services, and eventually the entire trading systems. Similarly,
Nasdaq announced a phased migration to Amazon Web Services starting in 2022 with MRX, a US options market.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/google-invests-1-billion-in-exchange-giant-cme-strikes-cloud-deal-11636029900
https://www.wsj.com/articles/nasdaq-to-move-markets-to-amazons-cloud-11638291103

MEMX asked SEC to Disapprove Amendments to US Equity Data Fees
In a comment letter, MEMX asked SEC to disapprove the proposed amendments to the securities information processor
(SIP) data. The letter highlighted that the proposed fees are generally more expensive than the fees charged for comparable
market data available on proprietary data feeds, which would serve to protect the proprietary data products from needed
competition.
(Disclosure: Virtu has a minority ownership stake in MEMX).
https://memx.com/the-cure-for-the-industrys-market-data-woes-isnt-more-costly-sip-data/
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Source: FINRA, NMS Tier 1 & 2 Securities
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Median used for all metrics
One minute volatility is calculated using the difference between the high and low price within a one minute time bin, divided by that bin’s VWAP
Source data: Virtu Financial
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ABOUT VIRTU

Virtu is a leading financial services firm that leverages cutting-edge technology to provide execution services and data,
analytics and connectivity products to its clients and deliver liquidity to the global markets. Leveraging its global market
making expertise and infrastructure, Virtu provides a robust product suite including offerings in execution, liquidity sourcing,
analytics and broker-neutral, multi-dealer platforms in workflow technology. Virtu’s product offerings allow clients to trade on
hundreds of venues across 50+ countries and in multiple asset classes, including global equities, ETFs, foreign exchange,
futures, fixed income and myriad other commodities. In addition, Virtu’s integrated, multi-asset analytics platform provides a
range of pre and post-trade services, data products and compliance tools that clients rely upon to invest, trade and manage
risk across global markets.

7


